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Cheat Sheets 
Colleges Infl ate ATs 
And Graduation Rates 
In Popular G · books 

Schools Say They Must Fib 
To U.S. News and Others 
To Compete Effectively 

Moody's Requi res the Truth 

By �S�l�'�I�M�S�T�I�I�:�'�I�C�~ �'� 
�l�i�t �~�J�f �l�l�f�'�-�1 �1�'�1�' �~�T�1�t �t�" �W�.�o�. �o�. �o� �· �~�,�. �,�-�.�.�-�.� �J �'�"�"�~�"� 

In Moaty rnaplint'l ltt4 C'Oiiefe 
pkle, New ())lltp of the UniVft'tity of 
SOOth Fbida wu ranlted No. I GY'tr&JI. 
Arnone ttw schOol's stm\ft.hl, the rwoe 
notfd, wu t1w fmhman diU's �a�v�m�~�r�e� 

Schoaulk Apeltude THtleOI't: an lmprfl· 
11Ye12111. 

11llt awt&ftd to �p�i�a�~� New CoiJep 
arnonc the moat �w�~�Y�e� achoOis In the 
nation. But the ICOn! - u well u lht 
prtttftlt of exduatYity- wu falSe. 

Pbr )lf!ll'l, lM Satuota·bUed ICtiOol 
toneedel, It ddlberately lnrtated Its SAT 
scom by q,p1nr off the bottom·kOrinr n 
of students, thereby ttmnt tbe aYenre 
about 40 points. Admlukwl Dlmtor David 
Anderson dncrlbet the practke, which he 
says ht rectnlly dllcoallnued, u pan ol 
the c:dle(e·s " martetlnlstrate(Y." ' 

11louth Mr. Andenon actnowlfdl'tl 
that such a llrateo' ralstl ··.ome ethkal 
�q�~�W�~�l�i�o�n�&�, �"� he polntJ out that New Collep 
lsfarfromaJone. lnthelrheatedefforuto 
woo studeniS, many eollftn manipulate 
whatlht)' report to mlfllllnt surveys and 
ruldl!boob - not only on tntscortt bUt on 
appllcatlont, aCftptancn, enrollment and 
rraduaUon rates. 
No "'llllty rw t.ytot 

" This II awful stun," �~�~�o�y�s� Thomu 
Anthony, former dean of admlssk)n at 
Cotratt Unlnrtily In Uam\lton, N. '(, "But nal 

students and 
remedial students, who together represent 
about mof the freshman dass. The 
practice boosts the schOol's SAT average 
by about 50 points, Sll}'S prorost Mictlael 
Baer. 

New York University �e�~�t�c�i �O�O�e�s� from Its 
SAT scores n:onomlcally disadvantaged 
�s�t�u�d�e�n�t�s�l�n�a�s�p�e�c�l�a �l �s �t �a �t �~�s�p�o�n�s�o �r�e�d�p�r�o�
gram. So does ManhananYille College In 
Purchase. N.Y. But Marlst Coll ege In 
Poughkeepsie. N.Y .• includes them - ex· 
cept for about 2:1 who art learning disa· 
bled. Marist also �e�~�t �c �i�O�O�e�s� International 
students. 

' 'Thereasonthosetwogroupsartex· 
eluded Is It just skews the aYerage, and It's 
not accurate for kids who are trying to 
figure out irthey'rt admisslble ornot.·· 
saysHarryWood.Marisl'svlcepresldent 
for admissions. 

Then there Is Boston Un!Yerslty. It 
exCludes tile verbal SAT scores. but not the 
math scores. or about r.o International 
students. The reason: Foreign students 
ollenhavetroublewlthEngllshandtendto 
do poorly on Yerbal SATs. but many score 
betterthanU.S.studentslnmath. 
'Off llle Wall' Data 

Monmouth University In West Long 
Branch, NJ .• proYides no rationale for 
onrstaling Its SAT scores by more than 
:zoo points for the Co
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